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Previous Research 



Questions 

  What are the kinds of educational opportunities 
available to students at universities that build 
their knowledge and skill regarding human 
rights and notions of citizenship and 
democracy? What is the relationship between 
citizenship and human rights courses being 
offered at the tertiary level in Turkey? What is 
its basis in the education students are getting 
prior to this? How does this compare globally?  



Being a Citizen, Being Human 

  Previous research has examined the growth of human 
rights education globally. Scholars such as Suarez (2004, 
2007) has looked at how globalization, human rights 
movements, and mass schooling have allowed the 
proliferation of human rights education globally.  

  Soysal (1994), in her study on Turkish immigrants to 
Germany, examined how changing concepts of rights has 
moved from one grounded in a static notion of citizenship 
determined by national boundaries to a globally-based, 
locally-informed identity. 



Relevant Courses in Turkey 

•  variety of courses available 
•  dependent on the individual university Tertiary 

• Democracy and Human Rights; elective 
• National Security Course; required Secondary 

• Citizenship and Human Rights 
•  required course; Grades 7 & 8 Primary 



Courses Offered 

Germany Greece* Turkey** 
Grade 5 ✔   
Grade 6 ✔  
Grade 7 ✔ ✔ ✔  
Grade 8 ✔ ✔ ✔  

Information about the German and Greek civic education courses is pulled from Smith, Fountain and 
McLean’s (2002) study of Civic Education in Primary and Secondary Schools in the Republic of Serbia 

✔ = civic education, ✔ = human rights  
*schooling in Greece is divided into Primary & Lower Secondary (age 12-15 years) 
** these courses in addition to the required National Security Knowledge course 



Potential Student Impact 

Turkish Statistical Institute, Schooling Ratio By Level of Education and the Educational Year, 1994--2008 



Courses Offered about Human Rights 

* 



Course Descriptions 



Thinking Globally 

  In Greece, there is a current initiative to 
establish specific courses on human rights at 
the university level (OHCHR, Special Repport 
1999-2004) 

  In 1998, the Human Rights Education National 
Committee in Turkey aimed to create institutes 
at a variety of universities regarding human 
rights. 



One University: One Course 

  Sabanci University 
  Civics Involvement Project, established 19991 

  “This program for Participatory Democracy is 
designed to give students an understanding that 
every individual not only can, but also has a 
responsibility to contribute positively to society.” 

  CIP I is a mandatory class for undergraduates 
  CIP II-VI exist as optional electives 
  1,800 students have completed 194 projects 

between the years 2000-20051  

1Hopkins, T. (2007). Measuring Effectiveness of Civic Participation at the University Level in 
Turkey: A Case Study of the Civic Involvement Project at Sabanci University 



Thank you 

  Teşekkürler! 

  Please visit my website, http://www.mandry.net/
toni/, to download this and previous 
presentations. 

  Comments, suggestions and constructive 
criticism is always welcome. Please feel to 
contact me at adm2129@columbia.edu.  


